The serpent that df

As Hamlet, prince of Denmark, kept watch with his friend Horatio on the battlements
of Elsinore Castle, his father’s ghost appeared to him. The ghost told Hamler that he

Now we

had been murdered by his brother, Claudius, and urged Hamlet to take revenge,

L 'my cousin, Hamlet,

Gentle Hamlet had idolized his father and was outraged when his mother, Queen Gertrude, married
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Do not for cver with
thy vailed lids
Seck for thy noble .
= father in the dust.

his uncle, Claudius, who then became king, But Hamlet had not suspected Iis uncle of murder.
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Hamlet kept the ghost's secret, but all at court,
including the king’s chamberlain, Polonius,
noticed how unstable Hamlet had become.

He often exaggerated his madness so that
his uncle, Claudius, and Polonius wounld not
realize that he was suspicious.

" You should
yhbive belicved me™"
I loved you not.

Even Ophelia, Polonius’s daughtes, suffered from
Hamiet's erratic behavior. Hamlet’s feelings
for her fluctuated between tenderness and scom,
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Unable to trust anyone at court, Hamlet fele
mmiserable and confused. Should he take his own

life or that of his father’s murderer, Claudius?
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Polonius was sure thar Hamler's madness

stemmed from his love for Ophelia Oni}

Claudius feared a more sinister reason.
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the arrival of an acting troupe gave Hamlet an 1dea of how to unmask King Claudius.
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Meanwhile, Hamlet’s distress grew daily as he watched his mother, so recently widowed, and
his murderous uncle together. Yet he hesitated to take revenge without more evidence. Then
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Before the assembled court, the actors, on Harnlets orders, put on a play mimicking the
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ghost’s story of his murder and its consequences. Claudius was so affected by the murder

scene that he rushed from the room; Hamlet no longer doubted his uncle’s guilt.
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Claudius ree that e had been discovred
and, hoping to learn more, encouraged Polonius

to spy on Hamlet and Queen Gertrude.
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From bchmd the drapes, Polomus overheard
Hamlet grow violent when his mother spoke of
Clandius as his “father.” He cried out in alarm.
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Het, thjnkin it as Claudins’s voice,
plunged his sword through the drapes, killing
Polonius. Anger made H;gjnlet unrepentant.
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Hamlet continuedto chide his mother until
his father’s ghost appeared, urging him to
be gentler, but to avenge his death.
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Polonius’s death gave Claudius an excuse to be ri of Hamler. Clandius sent the priuce to
England with two of his spies, who carried a letter ordering the English to execute Hamler
upon arrival. But Hamlet found the letter and exchanged the spies’ names lfor his own.

On the journey, their ship was artacked | The pirates, discovering that they had Prince
pirates. Harmlet leaped aboard to fight, while his Hamlet on board, returned him safely to
companions fled to England—and their deaths. Denmark, hoping for future favors,

At Elsinore, Hamlet was greeted with the news of Ophelia’s death. Deranged by her father’s violent
end, Ophelia had been garlanding a willow tree when she fell into the brook below and drowned.

Hamlet was heartbroken. So too was Laertes, who mourned her loss as only a brother can.
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. In fact, Laertes blamed Hamlet for killing both his father and his sister, and he longed for
Hamlet’s death as much as Claudius did. The pair therefore plotted to kill Hamlet and
make his death lock like an accident. To do this they issugd a challenge to the prince.

Gertrude, do not drink. Have at
' . _you now!
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Hamlet was tempted into a fencing match with Laertes, who fought with a poisoned sword

instead of a blunt foil. When Laertes drew blood, Hamlet let fly his fury, and in the scuffle,

the swords changed hands. Then Laertes too was wounded by his own deadly weapon,

Hamlet!
You are




She swoons to see

them bleed.
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ust then, the queeﬁ-cried out. Unwittingly, she had drunk from a poisoned cup, prepared
for Hamlet by Claudius, in case Laertes failed to kill him. Queen Gertrude collapsed on the

floor. Hamlet at once suspected his treacherous uncle.
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As Laertes lay dying, he told Hamlet that they
had both been mortally wounded, and he
confessed his part in Claudius’s plot.

| stabbed Claudius with the lethal sword, then

forced him to drink from the cup of poison,
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At last Hamlet had avenged his father’s and
now his mothers murder. As death drew
near, he saw Horatio reach for the poison,’

thy Bieath in pain,
j stovy.

Horatio wished to join his friend in death.
But Hamlet persuaded him that he must live
to tell the true story of Prince Hamlec.

Goad nightesweet prince.
And flights of angels sing
¢ theg to thy rest!
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This Horatio did when, moments later, the prince of N orway arrived. After hearing the story,
the prince ordered his canons to fire a salute. For all who heard the tale knew that, had the fates

allowed, Hamlet, prince of Denmark, would have been a most royal and neble king.
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Go, sirrah, trudge abour

Through fair Verona; find
thost persons out

Whose names are written there,
and to them say,

My house and welcome on
their pleasure stay.
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I am sent to find those persens
Whose names are here writ . .

Do you bite your
thumb ar us, sir?
I must to the learned.

In the ancient Italian city of Verona, Lord Capujet was planning a party. He was sure no members
of the Montague tamily would turn up, as the Capulets and Montagues had been feuding for
years. The quarrel ran so deep that even their servants fought. But Lord Capulet was wrong.

F Is love a tender thing? It is tos ruufh,

Too rude, too boisterous; and it pricks like thorn.
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Romeo, Lord Montague’s son, and Mercutio,
his friend, did come—in disguise. Romeo was

infatuated with Lord Capulet’s niece, Rosaline.

However, Romeo forgot all about Rosaline
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when he saw Lord Capulet’s sweet young

daughter, Juliet. Her beaury stole his heart.
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Unfortunately, Romeo was

recognized by Lord Capuletls
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soon their love was mutual,

despite the feud.
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As the party ended, Juliet ran
to her balcony to declare her

iove for Romeo to the stars,

Romeo risked dearh by

climbing the Capulets’
orchard wall to see Juliet.
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That night, the loving pair
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ed o wed in secret, lest
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Madam!

As dawn broke, and Juliet’s
nurse finally got her te bed,

Romeo raced to Friar Lawrence.
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The friar agreed to marry
the sweethearts, hoping this
would unite the families.
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Later that morning, Juliet

ed Romeo at the chapel,
the happy pair were wed.
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On the way home, Romeo met his good friends

Benvolio and Mercutio, who were being harangued
by Tybale for consorting with a Montague.
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swords clashed and
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Discipline
is what she

Ler Romco hence

"The prince of Verona was tired of the feuding
families disturbing the peace, so when he
heard of the deaths, he banished Romeeo.
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and Romeo exiled! What could Romeo do b

forgiveness—and say farewell?
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Not until ming did the lovers part, hing
that soon Friar Lawrence could secure a pardon

for Romeo and pacify their families.

But Lord pulet, thinking to comfort Juliet
after Tybalt’s death, told her faithful suitor,
Paris, that they could marry on Thursday.
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And [ will do it witheut
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We'll 1o church
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P[an, but dared not reveal
her marriage to Romeo.

Hérri{l:iéd, Juliet rejectéd the

Juliet ran to Friar Lawrence
for help, and in desperation,
they agreed to-a devious plot.

Accordi
home and, to her father’s
joy, agreed to marry Paris.

; What if it
&~ be poison?

Slug-a-bed.
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Before the wedding, Julier
took a drug so as to appear
dead for forty-two hours.

When Juliet’s nurse tried
ro wake her, she seemed
quite Lifeless.

So, amid deep mourning,
the wedding party became

Her poor

d funeral pI’OCL’.SSiOH‘
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happil
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Juliet was carried to the family burial vaule, But the friars letter, telling Romeo of the
from where, according to the friar’s plan,

scheme, went astray. A messenger told Romeo
Romeo would rescue her. the false news of Julier’s sudden "death.”

T will zo
call the

watch.

Romezo bought poison and went to the tomb. || Then Romeo gave Juliet a kiss and drank the
There he found Paris, who in his misery,

poison. Just too late, Friar Lawrence arrived, now
attacked Romeo, who slew him in défence.

aware that his letter had not reached Romeo.
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nt mind.

As the friar cried out in

Hearin'g voices approach, the friar fled. But Juliet, unable
horror, Juliet awoke to see

to imagine life without Romeo, took up his dagger and,
Romeo, lifeless bqside her, stabbing herself, fell dead upon her husband’s body.
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When the families of the Montagues and Capulets arrived upon this tragic scene, they were
grief stricken at the consequences of their vendetta. Lord Capulet and Lord ]\’Iontaguc vowed
to raise a golden statue to each other’s child. Thus they burted their feud, along with their
precious children, Romeo and his sweet Juliet.
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Don Pedro of oy

Aragon comes
this night.
to Mossing. *

In Messina, Sicily, Governor Leonato’s household was expecting guests—Don Pedro, the Prince
of Aragon; his brother, Don John; and two young officers, Claudio and Signior Benedick, The
last time these gallanes visited, they had been off to war. Now, they would have time for fun,
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But when proud Signior Benedick met Hero's
loved Leonato’s daughter, sweet Hero. He haughty cousin Beatrice once more, they fell
{ asked the governor for her hand in marriage, to their old game of arguing.
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Beatrice and Benedick both scorned the idea of But the prince, Don Pedro, thought they were Z;:hions I
marriage as much as they scorned one another. well matched, He asked Lecnato, Claudio, and \’gif\'h“_"i-" ! ;
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Each was determined to stay single. Hero to help him trick them into marriage. P :
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The next day happened to
overhear Don Pedro, Claudio, and Leonato
say that Beatrice was sick for love of him.

Convinced Leonato would not lie, Benedick

_ believed them. He resolved to give up being
proud and love Beatrice back.
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Buzr are you sure
that Benedick
loves Beatrice
so cntirely?
g So says the
prince and my
~ new-trothed
ford.

Contempt,
o farewscll!
And, Benedick,
Iove on;
I will reguite
thee.

Later, Beatrice just happened to overhear
Hero and her maid say that Benedick was
sick for love of her.

Convinced her sweet cousin would not lie,
Beatrice believed them. She tesolved to give

up being haughty and return Benedick’s love. J

It is so; the = Yea, my Lord;
Count Claudio : but 1 can cross i
shall marry the

daughter of

Leonato.

But meanwhile, Don Pedro’s spiteful brother,
Don John, and his cohert, Borachio, were
plotting to ruin Hero’s wedding plans.

Don John took Don Pedro and Claudio
to a window, where they thought they
saw Hero embrace Borachio.
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The following day, as Friar Francis was
about to marry them, Claudio accused

Hero of disloyalty.

Give not this Is my Tord What do_you mean, Sweert prince, why What should {
retren orange to well? e my lord? speak not you? speak? [ stand
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~ that have

F gone about
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When Don Pedro also bore witness against
Hero, even her own father began to believe
the slanderous accusation,

"dzar friend 1o
a cammon stale,

Let her awhile be secretly kept in,
Dead, I think! And publish it that she is dead

Help, uncle! indeed.

How doth s
the Tudy? p

Marry, this
. well carried shall
What il on her behalf

change slander
to remorse.

However, Leonato soon came to his senses
when Hero fell te the ground in a deathlike
trance. This also gave Friar Francis an idea.

He would take Hero into hiding and then
announce the false news of her death. The
shock might knock some sense into Claudio.
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But before the fight, Borachio was heard
to boast of his conspiracy with Don John,

Her coustn slandered, Beatrice asked Benedick to

challenge Claudio to a duel.
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What's your

offense?
-

Don John your brother
incensed me to slander
the Lady Here ... and
paid me richly for the

! cannot bin’youﬁ
bid my daughicr

frve.

Imposc me to
what penance
your inveniion
can lay upon

my sin.

- practice of it.

Borachio was arrested and confessed he had embraced
not Hero—but a maid dressed in Hero’s clothes.

Don John's flight confirmed the story,

fotf

Filled with remorse, Claudio begged
Leonato to punish him for having (as
he believed) caused sweet Hero's death.
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Pardon, goddess
of the night,
These that sleu
thy virgin knight;
For the which,
with songs of woe,
Round about her tomb
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Leonato instructed Claudio to spend the night beside Hero’s tomb, singing of her innocence.
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Then, the next morning, Claudio must go to Friar Francis and marry Hero's unknown
cousin. As the chapel bells rang out, two ladies arrived, cach hidden behind a mask.
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The first mask revealed Hero, not
her unknown cousin. Claudio

The second hid Beatrice,
still bent on teasing

her beloved Benedick.

was overcome with joy!
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After much playful banter, which Benedick interrupted with a kiss, Beatrice agreed to marry
him. The delighted Friar Francis united the two couples, When news arrived that Don John
had been captured, the wedding party decided to think about a punishment for him another
day. Today was a day to revel in their recovered happiness, to feast and dance through the
sun-filled day and sweet-scented Sicilian night!

oo AR A - AL L AT SR~ QL M - N I v AR S - ;R RO R £

‘ Nice one. %

BTV AR AL B T R - .
" pe I'm doing o {x
be an actor.

0 mertiment
and love.

ot

I'm doing -
to Sictly!
_— Pl




That duke
is a saftie.
He rusi
be in love.
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. . : What say yeu, flermia?
Full of vexation came L with Sy g fouid be
complaint against my child.

as a god! ™%

Athens, the law decreed rhat 2 daughter mpust marry che man of her fathers choice or

Long ago, i

be punished. Consequently, Egeus had brought his daughter, Hermia, to the court of Theseus,

duke of Athens, for refusing Dernetrius, the man of his choice. Hermia actually loved Lysander.
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Unable to part, Lysander and So, that very might, they- fled
Hermia told their friend to the woods, away from the

Theseus was sympathetic and
gave Hermia four days to

V| chioose between love and duch LHele:m they would flee Athens. || ity and 1ts cruel law.

Meanwhile, Helena revealed their plans.to Demerrius because she loved him, and he had
once loved her. But Demetrius was now obsessed with Hermia and set out after the

runaway lovers, followed by the lovelorn Helena.
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Thar same night, six Athenian workmen went
to the woods to tehearse in secret a play for

Duke Theseus’s wedding to.Hippolyta‘

Good Peter Quil
say what the play
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Nearby, the fairy king, Oberon, with his sprite,
Puck, was arguing with Queen Titania over
a changeling boy they both wanted.

1T mer by moanlight,

proud Titania.
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Love-in-idicness.
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Oberon, annoycd, p]a.rmcd a tick: he sent Pucle
to ferch a plant, whose fuice made people love
the first creature they saw upon waking,
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MNow, as it happﬁncd, Demetrius, with
Helena o hot Pu.rsuit, passed close to
Oberon’s hiding place.
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Pirying lovesick Helena, Oberon, on Puck’s

return, told him to anoint Demetzius's evelids,
magic juice upon her eyelids.

thinking he would wake to see Helena

But Puck mistook Lysandcr, sleeping near
Hermia, for Demetrius 2nd anointed his

Meanwhile, Oberon found his sleeping
gueen, Titania He squeezed the flower’s

&, wilt thou darkiing T alone will go. ~_
Jeaue me? 5 L g

Then, as Juck would have it, Helena, stll
in pursuit of Demetrius, tripped over
Lysander m the dark and woke him!
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. Helena

gic, Lysander Shacked by Lysander’s

Se, by the flower’s may
forgot his love for Hermia and unexpected love, Helena ran
off, pursued by Lysander.

fell instandy in love with Helena.

.. 1 swoon
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Thus, poor Hermia woke

So, by the flower's magic, Lysander Shacked by Lysa.nder's

forgot his love for Hermia and ) unexpected love, Helena ran alone. Fearfully, she set out
fell instantly in love with Helena. off, pursued by Lysander. in search of Lysander.

Pat,"put; and here’s .
marvclous topvenient place

- fo Fehiarsal
the proper - :

plag?

All chis while Titania slept on, unaware that the troupe of A
Quince, had chosen to rehearse their play nearby. It: was a perfect opportumity for the mischievous
Puck to play one of his ericks, for Titania’s cyt‘.lic[s still glistened with magic juice.

If! ].U_crt.! j'm'r This

1 dverc only thine

4

Suddenly, at'the height of the action, Bortom, the weaver, apPeared wearing a donkey's
bead! The other actors fled in fright. Then Puck, who had transformed Bottom into
this ridiculous creature, guided him to the sleeping Titania’s side.
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the first creature she saw was Beatrom, with a donkeys head!”
she fell in love with him. Bottom was not displeased by the attention,

especially when Titania ordered her fairies to attend his every whim.

When Titania awoke,
Inscan dy,

e
LGrownups

can't ser fairies.
stapid




l In my day,
i ove was 5o

About the weod yo
swifter than the ™z
wind.

A

“As Puck reported

all this te Oberon, Hermia hurried past. Demetrius was close behind,

but now, exhausted and disheartened, he paused to rest. Realizing Duck’s errvor, Oberon
sent him ro fetch Helena, while he anointed Demetrins's lids with the flower juice.

So when Demerrius awoke and saw Helena, he
loved her once again. Helena, far from being

happy about this, believed herself mocked.

Puck, on Oberon’ orders, drew
the Jovers on and on unl, tired

O me! You juggltr.’.'{un canker-
 Blossom! You thief of loue!
(S

that both Lysander and Demetrius now loved
Helena. Hermia screamed insules at Helena

Lysander’s eyelids in order to
restore his love for Hermia

P
As Bottam lay sleeping in
Titania’s arms, Oberon put
an antidote on her lids.

and confused, they fell asleep.

T

Th
mortified at being seen with a snocng donkey
that she promised Oberon the changeling boy

Does your
cat Tike
shakespeare?

Oberon, satisfied ar last, danced happily
away with Titania, leaving Puck to restore
Bottom to his usual self.
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law of Athens on his daughter, Hermia.
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But it was Theseus's wedding day, and when he saw the young people back with their original loved |§
omes, he overruled Egeus. He bade the party return o Athens and resolved to have all three couples
wed that very day: himself to Hippolyta, Hermia to Lysander, and Helena to Demetrius. After che
ceremnony, Bortom and his troupe were called to put on their play, which carned them all 2 goodiy sum
and much applause. Then the whole company, at last restored to happy harmony, retired to bed.
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Thar left the way clear for the fair}‘ king and queen, attended by Puck, to bless the palace
of Theseus and bid all good night—the perfect end.ro the StOTY, Or 0 a beautiﬁﬂl)’ woven
midsummer night's dream in the enchanted woods.
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Macbeth and Banquo, two Scottish generals living under the reign of King Duncan, were
returning home to Inverness across a barren heath. They had just bravely defeated an
army of rebels, much to the delight of the king, who was also Macbeth's cousin.

Al hail, Macheth! . ANl hail, Macbeth!
Hail to thee, . _ Hail to thee, : All hail, Machark,
Thane of Glamis! .+ Thane of Cawdor! 2 that shall be king hereafter!

[l

Suddexly, s if from nowhere, three hideous witches appeared. The first witch greted Macbeth
as Thane {or Lord) of Glamis, which was his correct title. The second greeted him as Thane
of Cawdor, which he was not, and the third as King of Scotland, an honor held by Duncan.

Thou shalt get kings, : He bade me,
though thou be nape!- from him, call th
Thane of Caw

Just before the witches vished they also As the two generals stood, stunned, news
prophesied that Banque would never be arrived that the king had made Macbeth
king, but that he would father kings. Thane of Cawdor, in honor of his victory.
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The witches’ first prediction had come truel
Macheth sent word to his ambitious wife.
Would he, they wondered, soon be king?

Whe Macbeth reactled his castle, Lady
Macbeth, her mind already fixed on the

crown, was plotting King Duncan’s death.
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{ Typical, sags

| one thing,
Theans
another.

King Duncan duly arrived with his two sons: Prince Malcolm, heir to the throne, and
Donalbain. They had come to thank Macbeth for his valor in battle. Lady Macbeth played

| In preparation for the evil

deed, Lady Macbeth drugged
King Duncan’s two guards.

the charming hostess, but secretly urged her

husband to kill the king that very night.

Macbeth, agonizing over the

murder, saw a phantom dagger
hovering before him.
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Fearing her husband would
fail, Lady Macbeth crept

into Duncan’s room herself,

u the sleeping king looked

sa like her own father that
she was unable to kill him.
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Lady Macbeth summoned
her husband, pouring scorn
on his own hesitation.
No, I want
to see what

Fappens.

So, reluctantly, Macbeth tok
the daggers from the drugged
guards and slew the king,
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With their daggers bloodied, the grooms

were blamed. Macbeth, claiming vengeance,

O Ve I do repent )
me of my fury, 1

Il to England.  * To Ircland, I -
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Despite their display of grief, many suspected

the Macbeths of the murder. The king’s sous,

fearing for their own lives, fled Scotland.

killed them both to safeguard his secret.

@

Macbeth, as next in line to the
throne, was then crowned king,

fulfilling the third hecy.
lfilling ird prophecy

Haunted by guilt, but still anxious to retain power,
Macbeth worried that Banque’s descendants, not his
own, would one day reign, as had also been foretold.

So Macbeth resolved to murder Banquo and his son, Fleance, and thus invited all the local

thanes to a feast. As Banquo and Fleance made their way to the palace, they were brutally
attacked by Macbeth'’s hired assassins. Fleance managed to escape, but Banquo died.

Oblivious to this horrific deed, the other thanes were merrily dining when Banquo’s ghost
suddenly appeared. Only Macbeth could see the specter and it so unnerved him that the

queen soon dismissed their guests, lest they wonder at the strange behavior of their king.
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Thereafter, Macbeth and his queen began to suffer long, sleepless nights filled with hideous
dreams. Yet Macbeth was still obsessed with not losing the throne, so he returned to the
heath to seek out the witches, He found them in a cave, chanting over a cauldron of boiling
hell-broth, from which three apparitions rose: the first was an armed head, which warned
Macbeth to beware of Macduff, the thane of Fife; the second was a bloody child, who told
Macheth that no man born of woman could harm him; the third was another child, wearing
a crown and holding 2 tree, who reassured Macbeth that he would never be vanquished until
Great Birnam Wood came to Dunsinane Hill, where Macbeth’s castle stood.
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When Macbeth asked if Banguo’s heirs would reign, the cauldron sank into the ground
and eight ghostly kings passed by, followed by Banquo’s ghost. The last king carried

a mirror that showed many kings, and Macheth knew them to be Banquo’s descendants.
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From this day, insecurity plagued Macheth. So when he heard that Macduff, chane of Fife, had
joined forces with Prince Malcolm, Macbeth ordered the death of Macduff’s wife and children. This
bloody deed lost Macbeth many friends and determined Malcolm and Macduft to seek revenge. if
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her guilt and whose nights and days were ceaselessly haunted by ghastly visions, finally
succumbed to death, Macbeth felt totally alone. Still more grave news followed. . . .

acbeth received a terrible blow: his queen, who had never come to terms with

T look’d rowards Birnam
and anon, methought,
ewood began to move.
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Thousands of Prince Malcolm’s troops were fast approaching, shielded behind branches

cut from Great Birnam Wood. Thus it appeared that the forest moved toward Dunsinane
Hill and Macbeth’s castle, the event predicted to precede Macbeth’s downfall
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Macbeth still believed himself invulnerable. Rallying his remaining forces, he waged a bloody
war, until he met Macduff, face to face. When Macduif disclosed that he had not been born by

natural means, but by cesarean birth with the help of a surgeon, Macheth knew his end had come.
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Now Prince Malcolm, the rightful heir, clatmed his father’s throne. Macbeth was dead and

the people rejoiced. The wicked reign of Macbeth and his ambitious queen had ended just
as had been prophesied. Scotfand was at

T

{ &real
! Bravehearf. !

ruled once more by a true and noble king.
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