MUPPET S

his sock puppet is one of the simplest yet most
effective puppets you can make—and one of
the easiest to operate. Use it to practice your
puppetry basics.

You probably have some old socks lying around
your house (this is the perfect job for a sock without a
partner). Experiment with different colors and sizes—
kids’ socks work well for smaller hands. We used
buttons for eyes, but you can also use the eyes that
come with this book or make your own kind.

This puppet has wire rods that
operate his hands. You can also
use wooden. rods like chopsticks;
attach them with white glue
and give them time to dry.

e

BIRTHPLAGCE:
New York City

OCCUPATION:
Detective

LIKES: Ciean floors,
shag rugs
DISLIKES: Smelly
& sneakers, bleach

QUOTE: “Ilost my part-
ner a while back. Things
were pretty lonely in that
drawer. Now I’'m busy
solving crimes.. like the
case of the lost long johns.”

PUPPEYS

WHAT YOU'LL HEED

T¢ MAKE TOMMY:

1 old sock
2 button eyes with felt pupils

1 button nose

a needle and thread

1 piece of felt (for arms)

2 8-inch pieces of wire

Put your
@ hand in
the sock, with
your thumb in <
the heel and your
fingers in the toe
section.

Take
@ hold of
the excess fab-
ric above your
knuckles and
fold it over
into a ridge,
with the fold
toward the
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SOCK PUPPETS
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SOCK PUPPETS

Cut 2 pieces of card-
I @® board to make the top
and bottom of the dragon’s
mouth. Make a flexible hinge
for the pup-
pet’s jaw by
connecting
the 2 mouth
pieces with tape,
spacing each piece
about 1/4 inch apart on the
tape so that the tape acts as
the hinge. Use one piece of
tape beneath and one on top.
Heavy tape with a fabric
backing, like electrical or

gaffer’s tape, works well for
puppet hinges. Glue felt or
fabric to one side of the card-
board mouth. Add a felt

tongue.

Put

® the
sock on
your hand
and place
the
card-
board
mouth
between
vour thumb and your other
fingers. Use a pen to trace a
line on the sock where you
want the mouth to be.

Take the

@ sock off

your hand and
cut slightly

inside the out-

line traced for
the mouth.

Put

®glue
around the
edge of the card- / Hems
board mouth on the
felt side. Place the
cardboard mouth
into the sock
body,
being
careful
to center
the mouth in
the sock. Press
the sock edge over
the glued sur-
face of the
mouth, gather-
ing the fabric
to fit, Use
straight pins
to hold it
in place
while dry-
ing.

Cut a paper cup in
@ half, Glue white felt
teeth to the lower edge
of the cup.
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7] — PAPER CUP

GIU§ the
@ cup to the
top of the sock.

Attach foam ball eyes
® and pom-pom nose to
the cup with glue or double-
stick tape.

Decorate the sock with
@ felt scales and spines.
The spiky scales on Dixie’s
back are 2 identical pieces of
cut felt. Fold a piece of felt
and cut it into the shapes you

want, Then paste the shapes
together, leaving a length

of a half-inch on the bottom
of each shape unglued.
Spread this “seam” out and
sew it to the sock where
Dixie’s spine ‘
would be.
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